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FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
A WARM WELCOME TO YOU

W

elcome to the latest edition of he
North Notts Drinker. Awards are going
well in our branch area as we have just
received news that The BeerHeadZ in Retford
has just been voted the Nottinghamshire
CAMRA Pub of the Year 2016. This comes on
the back of the Mallard in Worksop winning the
same award in 2015. It is twice in the branches
history that pubs in our area have won this
award. Congratulations to Josh and staff at
BeerHeadZ and also owners David and Phil for
the efforts they have all made to achieving this
award. The presentation has yet to be arranged.
Congratulations to the Mallard for winning the
Spring Pub of the Season 2016.
Many pubs in our area are putting beer
festivals on, the dates for these can be found in
this magazine and on our web site. Also dates
and venues of branch meetings and social
events can be found on the site.

Steve Bownes
Chairman North Notts CAMRA Branch
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UPCOMIN

SOCIAL EVENTS

Interested in joining one of the organised
trips? Email the Social Secretary on
SocialSecretary@northnottscamra.org.uk, or
any of the committee members or leave a note
behind the bar at BeerHeadZ or The Mallard.
Everyone is welcome, both CAMRA members
and non-members.

WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY
NEW BI-MONTHLY MIDWEEK SOCIAL

At The Ferryboat, Laneham from 8pm.

SATURDAY 16TH JULY - RETFORD BIKE RIDE

Weather permitting, a bike ride to some pubs
not too far away. Meet Galway Arms 12.00.

SATURDAY 23RD JULY
SHEFFIELD & THE TRAMLINES FESTIVAL

The main music venues charge admission but
some of the pubs on the fringe have music on
and free entry. Buy your train tickets online and
the Shefﬁeld Plusbus ticket which gives free bus
and tram travel all day is £2. Train 11.01 from
Retford 11.12 from Worksop.

SATURDAY 20TH AUGUST - MYSTERY DAY OUT
Details to be conﬁrmed.

SATURDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER - YORK TRIP

Visiting some of York’s ﬁne pubs. Train tickets on
sale, the earlier you get the tickets the cheaper.
10.54 train from Retford or meet at York.

FRIDAY 14TH OCTOBER
NOTTINGHAM BEER FESTIVAL
Details to be conﬁrmed.

Email the Social Secretary on SocialSecretary@
northnottscamra.org.uk, for further details on
any of the events.

REACH 6000+ REAL ALE
DRINKERS & PUBGOERS
Full Page: £195 +vat
Half Page: £125 +vat
Quarter Page: £65 +vat

Book a year of four
editions and receive
a 10% discount
Free Design

To book call Capital Media on 01636 302 302
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FROM THE
EDITOR
A WARM WELCOME TO YOU

M

any thanks to Brian George for
his dedication, commitment and
contribution as recent past Editor of
this magazine. Brian always said that he would
remain in the role until the 2016 AGM, this he
duly did and kept the magazine going for all of
us to enjoy.
The position is currently vacant and would
suit someone who wishes to be involved with
the future of the North Notts Drinker and help
to keep our Branch to the forefront of peoples
minds. Please contact a committee member or
come along to one of our branch meetings if
you wish to obtain more detail.
On another note our Web address may
change in the near future, if so an email will be
sent out to members.

Terry Johnson
Branch Secretary
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CANNON
ALE RUN
RETFORD’S 1ST INTER-PUB BEER FEST

R

etford’s 1st Inter-Pub Beer Festival, featuring
30+ beers and ciders took place Thursday
23rd to Sunday 26th June.
The three pubs involved were BeerHeadZ,
Idle Valley Tap and the White Lion.
Stamp Cards were provided enabling
participants to win prizes, two pints at each pub
on the same day earned you a Cannon Ale Run
badge, complete the run by drinking a pint at
each pub on every day over the four days for
entry into a draw for more prizes.
Three of us started the day on the Saturday
at the Idle Valley Tap and enjoyed Woodforde’s
Nelson’s Revenge and Idle Valley Revolution,
two excellent beers.
We then went to BeerheadZ and met two
more good real ale drinkers from Retford, here
we enjoyed Bakers Dozen-Frank, HarbourCornish Craft, and North Riding Paralyzed at
7.4% deﬁnitely a beer for the connoisseurs.
The ﬁve of us then went to our next port of
call the White Lion, here we missed a Double
Top Brewery Summer Ale just sold out, we had a

Springhead Lions Pride then a Pheasantry PA,
two excellent beers, in fact this was becoming a
day of quality ale.
Then back to Idle Valley Tap, where we
drank IVB Thiepval Tommies and Merry City
Brewery Atlantic Hop, both ﬁrst class ales.
Thanks for the reminder from the barmaid
at the Idle Valley Tap as we had remembered
to get our cards stamped we then collected our
well earned badges.
We lost track with one another around this
time, some of us went back to the White Lion
then on to BeerHeadZ en-route to the bus
station.
This was a good day out we met a lot of real
ale drinkers, drank some excellent beers, and
had ﬁrst class friendly service from the three
pubs involved.
I know three people that did the run on the
Friday night and got a very similar report, they
had an excellent night out.
The Cannon Ale Run now ranks high on the
Festival list.
Well done
to all involved.
Roll
on
next year.

Terry Johnson
Branch Secretary

www.nnottscamra.ORG.uk
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BEER SCORING
FOR WHAT PUB? & GOOD BEER
GUIDE SELECTION

M

ost CAMRA members are aware of
WHAT PUB? as a website for seeking
out pubs or obtaining pub information but a lot
of CAMRA members are not aware of the beer
scoring system on What Pub? known as the
NATIONAL BEER SCORING SCHEME (NBSS).
More and more CAMRA branches are
using the NBSS as the way to choose GOOD
BEER GUIDE (GBG) entries or to assist with the
selection. At present the North Notts CAMRA
branch committee uses the NBSS to assist with
the selection of GBG entries, but if more of our
members used the NBSS, and this has to be in
the village pubs as well as the town pubs, then
the NBSS could play a greater or total part
in GBG selection and this is why North Notts
CAMRA branch are urging CAMRA members to
use the NBSS.
HOW TO USE THE NBSS
Sign in on the whatpub.com website either
on a smartphone, tablet or computer. To sign
in you use your CAMRA membership number
(user name) and your CAMRA password. Search
for the pub you have visited. e.g. The Rum
Runner, Retford.
On a smartphone the pub details come up
and SUBMIT BEER SCORES is underneath the
photo of the pub near the top of the page, on
the computer on the right hand side of the pub
page is a panel that is headed SUBMIT BEER
SCORES. Enter the date that you visited the pub.
Enter the beer score by clicking on the
triangle and the scores menu comes up.
• 0
No cask ale available.
• 0.5 Beer Undrinkable.
• 1
Poor. Beer that is anything from barely
drinkable to drinkable with considerable
resentment.
• 1.5 Poor/Average.
• 2
Average. Competently kept, drinkable
pint but doesn’t inspire in any way, not
worth moving to another pub but you
drink the beer without really noticing.
• 2.5 Average/Good.
• 3
Good. Good beer in good form. You may
6
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cancel plans to move to another pub.
You may want to stay for another pint.
• 3.5 Good/Very Good.
• 4
Very Good. Excellent beer in excellent
condition. You stay put!
• 4.5 Very Good/Perfect.
• 5
Perfect. Probably the best you are ever
likely to ﬁnd it. A seasoned drinker will
award this score very rarely.
Click on the score that you believe reﬂects
the quality of beer you have drunk on your visit
to the pub.
Enter the Brewery and then the Beer. A lot
of beers will come up on the drop down menu
but not all beers are listed for every brewery so
sometimes the beer has to be typed in.
Click Submit Score.
If you sign in on What Pub and click the BEER
SCORING tab you can see the beer scores you
have submitted by clicking onto VIEW SCORES.
Individuals can see their own beer scores
but CAMRA branch committee members cannot
so your scores are private to you.
Beer-scoring remains very personal and a
beer which might be a “4” to one person could
be a “3.5” or even a “3” to someone else so it’s
important that we receive as many scores from
as many people as possible in order to even
things out.
I will be the ﬁrst to admit that I sometimes
forget to submit beer scores especially if I go
away from my usual haunts, but I am getting
better and hopefully it will become second
nature, as it is with many drinkers. Please give
beer scoring on What Pub a go, the more people
that do give it a go the better the information
available and then perhaps all GBG entries can
be done from the NBSS.
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FORTHCOMING
LOCAL BEER
FESTIVALS

NEWARK CAMRA

Fri 22nd - Sun 24th July
Springhead Brewery Summer Festival

THE IPA
TRAIL

Thurs 28th - Sun 31st July
The Mallard Worksop Summer Festival

July 29th August 7th 2016

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

With a selection of beers, live music,
entertainment, family fun and delicious
locally-sourced food.

Eighteen real ales, four real ciders.

Fri 26th - Mon 29th August
The Blue Bell Ranskill

Eight real ales and two real ciders.
Entertainment throughout the weekend.

Sat 27th - Sun 28th August
Olde Red Lion Wellow

Eight real ales from local breweries and two
real ciders. Charity football on the Sunday.

Fri 30th Sept - Sun 2nd Oct
Springhead Brewery Oktoberfest

With a selection of beers, live music,
entertainment, family fun and delicious
locally-sourced food.

Fri 7th Oct

Dovecote Laxton Oktoberfest.
Beer and bangers.

REACH 6000+ REAL ALE
DRINKERS & PUBGOERS
Full Page: £195 +vat
Half Page: £125 +vat
Quarter Page: £65 +vat

Book a year of four
editions and receive
a 10% discount
Free Design

To book call Capital Media on 01636 302 302

INTERNATIONAL
IPA DAY COMES
TO NEWARK
CELEBRATE INDIA
PALE ALE
16 PARTICIPATING
PUBS
For up-to date info visit
www.newarkcamra.org.uk
or Newark CAMRA's
Facebook page
The event is run by Newark CAMRA but is open to all.
www.nnottscamra.ORG.uk
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IDLE valley
BREWERY
THE FIRST 18 MONTHS

T

he ﬁrst 18 months of the Idle Valley Brewery.
Idle Valley Brewery began brewing
twice a week from a 1.46barrel/240 litre plant in
December 2014. Housed within Barham House
on the Hallcroft trading estate in Retford, the
custom built plant was constructed in house
by the partners, head brewer Chris HarrisonHawkes and Sales Director Guy CheslynCurtis, based on the head brewer’s home brew
equipment. Initial sales were mainly bottle
conditioned beers supplying local Christmas
markets, local bottle shops and restaurants.
Early in 2015 cask beer was sold to local
pubs in Retford and Newark and three beers,
Torpid Expression, Unpretentious Declarant
and Vacant Gesture, featured in the Newark
Beermuda festival. Brewing remained “ad hoc”,
recipe development continued and the online
homebrew shop was developed.
May 2015 and a core range of 5 beers
had been developed. Vacant Gesture a 3.8%
ABV blonde single hopped Mosaic ale, Jaded
Pioneer a 4.1% ABV medium bodied pale ale,
Unpretentious Declarant a 5.6% ABV big bold
IPA, Torpid Expression a 4.1% ABV English style
bitter and Indolent Philosopher a 5.3% ABV
dark stout.
August 2015 saw the installation of 2 x 5BBL
fermenters acquired from the Torbay brewery
on Dartmoor and the business expanded to 40
regular customers. Cask sales had now moved
out as far as Nottingham and Lincoln.
October 2015 and success for three
beers in the SIBA Midlands awards
at the Nottingham Robin Hood
beer festival and Vacant
Gesture attained gold.
November 2015 saw the
opening of the Idle Valley
Tap in Retford, formerly
the Anchor, which had been

extensively refurbished.
The success of the Tap
was doubled edged,
beer sales far exceeded
expectations but this
meant that almost all the beer brewed at the
brewery was being sold at the Tap.
Late 2015 and early 2016 and new beers
from the brewery were introduced through the
Tap. Coconut Shy PA, a 4.2% ABV collaboration
brew with the Pinfold brewery, Citra Smash a
4.3% ABV single malt and single hop pale ale,
Golden Challenger a 3.6% ABV golden ale,
Go On Amber a 4.2% ABV hoppy amber ale,
Hopotinuse a 3.9% ABV 9 hopped pale ale,
Landstrider, a 4.1% ABV dark bitter and Simcoe
SMaSH a 4.3% ABV single malt and single hop
golden ale. All the new beers proved popular
and are to be brewed as and when required
but two beers Summer Breeze a 3.8% ABV
hoppy golden ale and Mild Revolution a 3.6%
ABV mild have been such a success that they
have been added to the brewery’s core range
of beers.
February and March 2016 the brewery had
beers at a number of beer festivals and success
was attained at the SIBA National Awards with
a bronze in the Small Pack Standard Bitters and
Pale Ales for the Vacant Gesture and a runners
up award for the same beer at the Champion
Beer of Nottinghamshire.
June 2016 and the problems connected
with setting up the new plant seem to be in the
background. Work is almost complete on the
new 12BBL/2200 litre plant and it is hoped that
the kit will be tested out and fully commissioned
by the end of the month.
The photo shows head brewer Chris with
the new mash tun.
www.nnottscamra.ORG.uk
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SPRING PUB OF
THE YEAR
THE MALLARD, WORKSOP

A

presentation took place at the Mallard
in Worksop to award the pub the
Spring Pub of the Year award for North
Nottinghamshire.
The event was very well attended by regulars
to the pub and also the branch committee
and
other
members. A
buffet was
provided for
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all to share to round off an excellent evening.
Branch Chairman, Steve Bownes made the
presentation to Mel Cadman and Carol Wade
saying that it was a pleasure to make the award.
He went on to say that the amount of awards
that the Mallard has won over the last few years
reﬂects on how well the pub is run and how the
beer is kept.
In response, Mel thanked the branch for
the award and also to all of the customers who
voted for them.

North Nottinghamshire branch of the Campaign for Real Ale
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Offering a range of Batemans beers, as well as
rotating guest beers, the Rum Runner is a pub
famous for its drinks and friendly service.
• 5 Real Ales • Live Music most Saturdays
The Rum Runner also caters with a variety of
fresh pub food available to order over the bar.

the unicorn

The Unicorn is a town centre pub which offers
a warm welcome to everyone
A selection of 4 rotating
Real Ales
and 1 cask cider, alongside a wide range of lagers
and bitters - prices starting at £1.75
Regular live entertainment, and all
major sporting channels shown
Open: Mon - Thu 10:00 - 23:30 • Fri - Sat 10:00 - 01:00 • Sun 11:00 - 23:30

37 Bridge Street, Worksop, Nottinghamshire, S80 1DA
t: 01909 478 759 • e: TheUnicornWorksop@outlook.com
@UnicornWorksop

The Unicorn, Worksop

www.nnottscamra.ORG.uk
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PUBS TO VISIT IN
THE VILLAGES
IN THE NORTH NOTTS AREA
THE FERRYBOAT INN, CHURCH LANEHAM

T

he Ferry Boat Inn at Church Laneham is
a friendly Trent side pub. There is an
extensive menu which is always changing
and reasonably priced.
The pub is owned by John and Elaine
Hardman who have run the pub for since 2015.
Its is old style country decor in the pub. There
is a separate restaurant with seating for 38
with space also in the pub, there is also a dog
friendly area in the pub.
The beers and cider are well kept. Usually
there are two rotating guest beers on as well as
a local cider. The pub is managed by Hannah
Deakin who keeps a excellent pint of beer.
Before 8pm the beer is £2.30 a pint and after
£2.80.
The pub is open: Monday - Thursday 4pm
- 9pm; Friday - Saturday Noon - 11pm; Sunday
Noon - 9pm. Food is served: Thurday 4pm
- 8pm; Friday 4pm - 8.30pm; Saturday Noon 8.30pm; Sunday Noon - 4pm. This is a pub well
worth a visit.
THE BLUEBELL INN, LOUND

I

n our branch area we have a number of pubs
which although not in the GBG are well worthy
of a visit. The Bluebell Inn, Lound near Retford
is one such pub. This a traditional village pub
with a fast growing reputation for good food.
There are usually two Welbeck Abbey beers
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on which are always in excellent condition. The
pub also has three letting rooms. Parking is at
the side of the pub in a large car park.
The pub is open: Monday - Friday 5pm 11pm; Saturday Noon - 11pm; Sunday Noon 10.30pm. Food is served: During the week from
5.30pm - 9pm; Saturday and Sunday 12.30pm
- 9pm. Ivor Schuller the landlord is always very
welcoming. This pub is well worth the effort to
visit.

Steve Bownes, Chairman
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QUEENS
H O T E L

Serving a wide selection of
Real Ales, including

Q

Everards Tiger, Everards Beacon,
Everards Sunchaser, plus 1 guest ale
Food served all day
Monday Steak Night • Sunday Lunches
NEWLY REFURBISHED

CAMRA AWARD WINNER | FOOD SERVED ALL DAY

High Street, East Markham, Newark
Nottinghamshire, NG22 0RE
01777 870288

www.queenshoteleastmarkham.co.uk

www.nnottscamra.ORG.uk
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